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Epiphany Worship Service
Mt. Zion United Church of Christ
January 23, 2018 ~ 6:30 PM

PENN CENTRAL CONFERENCE
EPIPHANY WORSHIP SERVICE
Discipleship: Following Jesus Anew
GATHERING MUSIC (6:20-6:30 PM)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP2
Rev. Danielle Neff
One: When Jesus saw the two fishermen, Peter and Andrew, casting their nets into
the Sea of Galilee, he invited them to follow him and to fish in a completely new
way. The Bible tells us that they immediately left their nets and followed. What’s our
response, when Jesus invites us to follow him? And to reorient and redirect our
life’s purpose so that it is more aligned with his? It might not be immediate and it
might not be as simple and symbolic as those first disciples. But we all have a story,
an ongoing story of our call to discipleship. Let us worship God together, setting
aside whatever we need to, so that we can focus our attention on the one who calls
us and invites our response.
TESTIMONIAL # 1
Rev. Danielle Neff
Congregational Response: As a church we seek to follow where Jesus leads.
As individuals, we heed the call to discipleship.
*HYMN NO. 70 (see p. 9)

INVOCATION2 (in unison)

God Is Here! As We Your People Meet
(congregation may be seated)

Wendy Hepler

ALL: Call us, O Lord, in simple, clear ways, so that we can’t misinterpret
your desire that we follow you and leave behind whatever is not of you. Call
us, O Lord, in generous, compassionate ways, so that we can move through
our resistance and our reluctance to join you on the journey. Call us, O Lord,
in creative, compelling ways, so that your purpose and your passion become
ours, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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TIME OF CONFESSION
CALL TO CONFESSION1
Wendy Hepler
One: God’s word sometimes comes to call us out of our comfort zones to
do new things, directing us to reach out to people with whom we seem to
have little in common. How often we have pushed aside the word we find
unpleasant. God comes to us today, saying that it is time for us to repent and
choose better ways.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION3 (In unison)
Wendy Hepler
ALL: Forgive us our reluctance to open our doors, open our hearts to
others; some like us, some not. We repent of our hesitations and
unwillingness to witness to those we have considered strangers and
even enemies for fear they just might become friends. Hear our prayer.
(silence for individual confession)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE1
Wendy Hepler
One: God has better things in store for us than we have yet known. Our
lives enlisted in God’s realm, can count for something good. Through the
grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
ALL: Thanks be to God!
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SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
Wendy Hepler
One: Forgiven and forgiving people make a difference. Greet each other now and
share the peace of Christ.
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
SPECIAL MUSIC

“CAN I?” A REFLECTION2
HYMN NO. 173 (see pp. 7-8, vv. 1-2)
You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore
(Tu Has Venido a la Orilla)
SERMON: FOLLOWING JESUS ANEW

Mark 1:14-20
Rev. Dr. Monica Dawkins-Smith

*HYMN NO. 173 (see pp. 7-8, vv. 3-4)
You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore
(Tu Has Venido a la Orilla)
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*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in unison)
Rev. Dr. Monica Dawkins-Smith
ALL: In faith, we acknowledge that God has acted in the past, in a holy
history. In faith, we confess that God seeks to rule our lives today. In faith,
we affirm that God continues to send prophets and speak through willing
vessels to guide the course of all history toward its end. In faith, we imagine
that end to be characterized by the traits we find in Jesus Christ: compassion,
justice, and love. In faith, we long to be part of that purpose. Amen.
---Touch Holiness by Duck & Tirabassi (Pilgrim Press, 1990, p. 212)

(congregation may be seated)
TESTIMONIAL # 2
Rev. John Ward-Diorio
Congregational Response: As a church we seek to follow where Jesus leads.
As individuals, we heed the call to discipleship.
OFFERTORY1 [OCWM (60%) and Safe Haven and Helping Hands for Veterans (40%)]
Rev. Jeff Kardisco
The York Association is sponsoring two organizations, Safe Haven and Helping Hands for Veterans, by
purchasing two residential refrigerators, two residential electric ranges, a commercial refrigerator, and a
commercial freezer for their transitional housing facilities. Proceeds from the offering will help to purchase
these items.
OFFERTORY INVITATION
One: When our riches increase, they are not meant to satisfy us. They are
placed in our hands that we might accomplish some good purpose. Giving
through the church grants us that opportunity.
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundredth)
ALL SING: To God, all glorious heavenly Light, to Christ revealed in
earthly night, to God the Spirit now we raise our joyful songs of
thankful praise.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER (in unison)
ALL: God of steadfast love, we pray that you will love the world
through the moneys we dedicate today. We pray that your work of
transformation will be carried forward in our gifts. Bless our efforts to
fish for people. Amen.
(congregation may be seated)
COMMUNION HYMN NO. 337 (see p. 10)
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
HYMN (Please see pp. 11-12 or words on the screens)
(This hymn will be sung during distribution of the elements)

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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One Bread, One Body
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INVITATION
Rev. Nora Foust and Rev. Betsy Bruaw
One: This celebration of communion is a festival of friends, a pulling
together of our loves and our hopes, our moments of agony and our
glimpses of victory. It is here, where bread is broken and wine is shared, that
we can most fully be ourselves and see others for who they truly are: sons
and daughters of the living God. Here the common things of life—bread
and wine, memories and dreams—become holy, touched by God. Here that
which is earthly becomes divine, and that which is human becomes more
than it has ever dreamed.
One: The Spirit of God be with you all.
ALL: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts;
ALL: We lift them to God.
One: Give thanks to our God!
ALL: All our thanks, all our praise!
COMMUNION PRAYER
One: Holy God of light and love, by the light of your promise you guide
your people across the desert and through the night. In the light of your
presence we behold your glory and offer you our gifts. Through the light of
your peace you claim us as your beloved, and joy is our banquet. We give you
thanks that you make manifest your glory: lighting the way for every pilgrim,
gifting the earth with the Prince of Peace, setting a table for all who hunger.
And so it is that we sing your praise:
ALL: Holy, holy, holy God, power of life and love! Heaven and earth
are full of your glory! Hosanna through the ages! Blessed is the One
who comes to bring your justice to earth!
REMEMBERING JESUS AT THE TABLE
One: Let us remember together the vision of God’s reign shown to us in
Jesus at the table:
ALL: he shared food with followers and friends,
One: with saints and sinners,
ALL: with crowds of thousands on the hillside,
One: and a few friends in an upper room.
ALL: On the night before he died, he had supper with his
companions.
One: He took a loaf of bread, and after giving thanks, he broke it, and gave it
to them, saying:
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*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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ALL: “Take, eat. Do this in remembrance of me.”
One: Then, he took a cup, and after giving thanks, he passed it among them,
saying:
ALL: “Drink this. Do this in remembrance of me.”
One: Through this loaf and cup, Jesus lives within us.
ALL: In word and deed, Jesus lives among us.
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
One: Loving God, creative Power, blessing your name, we seek your Spirit.
Come to us and bless these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be for us
the body and blood of Christ; the sign and seal of our forgiveness in him,
and our adoption as the children of God. As we eat and drink together,
make us one with Christ and one in Christ, a sign of his eternal reign in all the
world. This sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving we offer you, loving God,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE
One: Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life.
One: Jesus Christ, the True Vine.
One: The gifts of God for the people of God! Come, for all things are
ready.
SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS
At this time, all who are able are welcome to process down the center aisle to receive communion. You may
take a piece of bread and then proceed to the juice. You can dip the bread in the cup, or you may take an
individual cup. Please note that all cups contain grape juice and that there is a gluten free option for the
bread. For those who need to remain seated, please indicate to a welcome team member and communion will
be brought to your seat. Thank you!
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison)
ALL: Eternal God, we thank you that you have called your people
from east and west, north and south, to feast at the table of Jesus
Christ. May your gifts of love transform and enliven us. May the light
of your Son be our guide as we leave this place. Go with us to the
streets, to our homes, and to our places of labor and leisure—that
whether we are gathered or scattered, we may be the servant church of
the servant Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
TESTIMONIAL # 3
Zoe D’heedene
Congregational Response: As a church we seek to follow where Jesus leads.
As individuals, we heed the call to discipleship.
*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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*CLOSING HYMN NO. 575 (see p. 13)

O For a World

*COMMISSION AND BLESSING1
Rev. Dr. Monica Dawkins-Smith
One: Jesus sends us into the world with good news, and to invite others into this
life-changing relationship.
ALL: We are disciples of Jesus Christ.
One: We have been called and blessed.
ALL: We go out to answer with our lives.
One: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with you.
ALL: Amen.
POSTLUDE
Led By Love – Lavon Bayler

1

2

Liturgy provided by © 2017 Scripture Echo. www.ScriptureEcho.com

3

adapted -- Reluctant Evangelists: Service Prayers for the Third Sunday after Epiphany, was
written by the Rev. Madison Shockley, pastor of Pilgrim United Church of Christ in Carlsbad, CA.
Copyright 2018 Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue,
Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in
services of worship or church education. All publishing rights reserved.
Music reproduced with permission under CCLI# 3220582; Streaming License #CSPL062300

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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