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First Sunday of Advent
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DESPAIR TO HOPE
If you are a guest, thank you for worshiping with us today. We invite you to take a
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and
place it in the offering plate when it is passed. We also invite you to sign your name in
our guest book located in the back entrance of the sanctuary. We pray God’s blessing
upon you. For today’s service, we will be using the black hymnals.
GATHERING . . .
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
O Come, O Come Emmanuel with Moonlight Sonata

arr. Fettke

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE . . .
FROM THE EYES OF A SHEPHERD
David Firestone
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: THE CANDLE OF HOPE
OPENING HYMN NO. 116 (black hymnal, verses 1 & 2)
ALL SING: O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel. That
mourns in lonely exile here, until the Child of God appear. Rejoice!
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
O come, O Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; To us
the path of knowledge show, and help us in that way to go. Rejoice!
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you of Israel!
TIME OF CONFESSION
CALL TO CONFESSION
SILENT TIME OF CONFESSION
God of hope and safety, like sheep who go astray, we have wandered from your
paths of life and light. We have heard the Shepherd's voice calling us by name, but
we have turned instead to our own way. Show us your tender mercy; restore us in
the security of your fold. Lead us from despair back to hope. Fill us with your Spirit,
that we might bear glad witness to your saving mercy, revealed to us in the Great
Shepherd, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ACT OF PRAISE NO. 125 (verse 2, black hymnal) Angels We Have Heard on High
ALL SING: Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains
prolong? Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

GOD'S WORD IS PROCLAIMED . . .
(10:30 AM) CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
(10:30 AM) HYMN NO. 102 (black hymnal)
SCRIPTURE
MESSAGE
(8:00 AM) HYMN NO. 102 (black hymnal)
(10:30 AM) WORSHIP CHOIR ANTHEM

WE RESPOND IN GRATITUDE . . .

O How Shall I Receive You

O How Shall I Receive You
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
by Wesley/Schram

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
OFFERING
CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus with Jesus, Joy of Man's Desiring
by Pritchard
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE NO. 104 (black hymnal, v. 3)
We Hail You God's Anointed
ALL SING: The wise shall bow before you and gold and incense bring; all
nations shall adore you, and praise all peoples sing; To you shall prayer
unceasing and daily vows be said, your realm is still increasing, with you,
O Christ, as head.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
INVITATION
L: God's banquet is coming. The time we await when all will gather from North,
East, West, and South.
P: A banquet where the rich and powerful will sit with the weak and povertystricken. A table where young and old will learn from each other. A time
when all will sit together in peace, "and the wolf will lie down with the lamb."
L: Here at this table we get a foretaste of God's banquet. This is indeed God's
table, and so all who seek to follow The Way are welcome to eat and drink from it.
P: Come and taste the grace eternal, come and see that God is good.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: God is with us.
P: We are not alone.
L: Christ is present here.
P: The Spirit moves within us.
L: Let us give thanks to God,
P: in memory and in hope.
L: Blessings be to you, Creator God, who in the beginning brought light and life to
the world and who continues to bring it love and light everlasting.
P: Your song of wisdom echoes through the ages, your ancient promise still
brings us hope.
L: Over the ages you have called people to embrace your hope and share your
love. But even when they have closed their ears to the song, you did not stop
singing. You sent prophets and messengers to your people, reminding them of the
promised time of peace and justice that would surround the world.
P: They came in the midst of our despair and filled us with hope.
L: And then you came to a young woman named Mary and laid out the promise in a
new way.
P: Promising her a son, who would be called Jesus. Promising her that in her
son the world would be changed.
L: And now as we prepare for that child to be born, we echo the ancient cry:
P: O Come, O come, Emmanuel.
THE STORY REMEMBERED
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION & THE LORD'S PRAYER
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND POURING OF THE WINE
SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS
(The outer ring of cups contain grape juice, the inner rings of cups contain wine.)
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
ALL: God of expectations, God of Christmas promise, God of child-like
hope, we have eaten and drunk from your table. May the eating and the
drinking fill us with hope in a world of despair. May we be beacons of
hope as we wait for the day when the world will be changed. Grant that
this taste of your banquet which is to come would give us the hunger for
peace and justice in our community and around the world. Amen.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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WE ARE SENT FORTH TO BE CHRIST’S DISCIPLES . . .
*HYMN NO. 131 (black hymnal)
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION NO. 154 (verse 1, black hymnal) Go Tell It on the Mountain
ALL SING: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hill and everywhere. Go tell
it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! While shepherds kept their
watching o'er silent flocks by night, behold throughout the heavens there
shone a holy light.
*POSTLUDE
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
by Whitworth
We welcome infants and children in our worship! For your comfort, we also have a
children’s corner in the back of the sanctuary where your child can relax and play and
you can still participate in the worship experience. We also have nursery care
downstairs during our 10:30 AM worship service. Please see a member of the
welcoming team for assistance!
One vase of altar flowers is presented in honor of Mt. Zion UCC's audio/visual
technicians for all of their hard work.
One vase of altar flowers is presented in honor of Braden & Vanessa Bicher's first
wedding anniversary, which is today, by Vanessa Bicher.
Thank you to the Advent Planning Team Members: Elaine Bevivino, Brigitte Bradnick,
Robin Schriver & Steph Beyer.
Thank you to our Worship Choir for their performance today.
8:00 AM Worship Tech: Jim Shiffer
8:00 AM Monologue & Candle Lighting: David Firestone
8:00 AM Welcoming Team & Communion Servers: Jim Shiffer, Mary Jane Snyder,
David Strine & Tim Snyder
10:30 AM Worship Tech: John Schriver
10:30 AM Monologue & Candle Lighting: David Firestone
10:30 AM Welcoming Team & Communion Servers: Tori Everhart, James Beyer,
John, Robin & Emily Schriver
10:30 AM Nursery Care (birth to 5 years) in Rm. 3 on lower level: Coordinated by
Kathy Sweeney
10:30 AM WOW Kids: Coordinated by Kathy Sweeney

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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