Mt. Zion United Church of Christ
First Sunday of Advent

The Prophesy ~ The Candle of Anticipation

10:30AM

OPENING1
CALL TO WORSHIP2
Leader: Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us focus ourselves on God, hearing His
word, and leaving behind those things that distract us.
People: Come now, let the word dwell in us and with gratitude in our
hearts, let us sing hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
OPENING HYMN NO. 121 (black hymnal, see p. 3)

All Earth is Waiting

CANDLELIGHTING3
ALL SING (see p. 4): How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the glorious love of heaven. No one
discerns God’s coming, but in this world of sin, Where yearning souls long
to be whole, the dear Christ enters in.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE (read by Mike Gibbs)
MESSAGE

Isaiah 35: 1-10

HYMN (see p. 4)

The People Who in Darkness Walked

JOYS & CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
ANTHEM

Like a Child I Wait
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by Schram

TIME OF CONFESSION
CALL TO CONFESSION
SILENT CONFESSION4
Advent is a season of expectant waiting and preparation. We confess waiting in
anticipation and not enjoying the increasing excitement. Our need for instant gratification
consumes us, more than the excitement for what is to come. When wonder does arrive, we
quickly look towards the next gift, adventure, thrill or event without enjoying what is
present in our lives. We confess that we build expectations in our lives and are not grateful
for daily gifts that surround us. Remind us that waiting is the means God often uses to
carry his plans in our lives. May we remember as we wait, God strengthens our heart.
You alone O God anticipate our sin and forgive us. Through Your grace, we are
wonderfully renewed.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
CLOSING5
POSTLUDE

Beyond the Moon and Stars

by Schutte

Thank you to Mary Jane Snyder & Jack Herlocker for serving on the tech team this morning. Thank you to Mike
Gibbs for reading Scripture. Thank you to Barb Neff & Jordyn Myers for leading the hymns this morning! Thank you
to the members of the Advent Worship Team for planning today’s service. The members are Danika Dallam, Elaine
Bevivino, Paula Strayer, David Firestone, Jen Cooper, Deb Herlocker, Travis Pinci, Denny Daugherty, & Pastor
Danielle.
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Written by Deb Herlocker and read by Dennis Hartman
The call to worship was written by David Firestone.
3
The text for the candlelighting was written by Jen Cooper.
4
The silent confession was written by Danika Dallam and Paula Strayer.
5
The closing was written by Deb Herlocker and read by Dennis Hartman.
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*Music reproduced and licensed under CCLI License # 3220582 and One License #A-725030. Streaming licensed
under CCLI License #CSPL062300.
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