Narrative Budget ~ Budget at a Glance
Mt. Zion’s Budget is a vision cast. It is a living, breathing document. Through
the input and participation of the congregation at Core Team Planning
Sessions, the hard work of the Finance Committee, and our dedicated Church
Council, the budget comes to the congregation for approval-but it so much
more than numbers on a page. The budget is a document that attempts to
quantify the many ministries of our congregation-the ways we live out being
the Body of Christ. In an effort to further illuminate the life that is
encompassed in our budget, this “narrative budget” is a visual explanation of
the numbers you see on the page. It is an explanation that includes what
cannot be quantified- the love and mission, volunteers and participants that
make it all possible.
This narrative budget takes the ministries of Mt. Zion and separates them into
three faithful actions: We Worship. We Engage. We Serve.
Each section includes Core Team budgets appropriate to that section, a
portion of staff salaries and administrative/operating costs.

We Worship.
Mt. Zion believes that the foundation of everything we do is our belief
in God. We worship God to offer our praise, to pray, and to learn about
God’s call on our lives as individuals and as a church. We Worship
makes up 37% of our budget. Our investment in programs that fall
under We Worship yields the gifts of our Worship Ministry Teams, the
gift of music in our weekly worship, and the benefit of our streaming
and audio-visual tools that enhance our worship. We invest in our belief
that God is our source and guides us in our purpose.
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We Engage.
Strong relationships are key in the Body of Christ. At Mt. Zion, we
value times of fellowship, Bible study, and other opportunities for growth
such as retreats. Through these experiences that help build
relationships, we develop a network that practices positive
communication, collaboration, and encouragement for one another. As
siblings in Christ, with strong connection, we are better able to live out
our mission. We Engage makes up 37% of our budget. We see the fruits
of our investment in the programs that fall under We Engage through
our children and youth ministry programs including youth group,
Sunday Funday, JWalkers, Sunday School and more. We celebrate the
strengthening of our church family when we have our church picnic,
game nights in the winter, Ridgerunners, or movie nights in the parking
lot. We Engage with one another to strengthen our bonds as the Body
of Christ.
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We Serve.
Serving others is a strongly held value in our church family. We
believe that God calls us to offer kindness and love, reaching out in
support of those who need it. We develop strong ties with the schools in
our community, as well as non-profits throughout York County so that
we can be the hands and hearts of Christ on earth. We also engage in
national and international mission opportunities. So far in 2022, Mt. Zion
has donated over $44,000 to disaster relief efforts, food ministries, and
nonprofits to support their missions. In addition, we have donated the
gift of our time and talents. We Serve makes up 26% of our budget. Our
investment in the We Serve portions of our ministries include the
relationships our pastors build in the community, the incredible work our
volunteers do serving our sisters and brothers who are hungry or
homeless, and our commitment to investing in small businesses in
developing countries through microlending. We reach out to the broader
community and world because we follow Christ’s example.
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