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Easter 2023                                                                                       8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
A CELEBRATION OF GOD’S VICTORY! 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

This morning, as we worship our God, we also celebrate the Lord's Supper.  
Here at Mt. Zion UCC, all are invited to the table of grace. 

  

If you are a guest, thank you for worshiping with us today. We invite you to take a moment to complete 
a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate when it is 

passed.  We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book located in the back entrance of the 
sanctuary.  

  

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship!  For your comfort, we 
also have a children’s corner in the back of the sanctuary where your child can relax and play and you 

can still participate in the worship experience. Additionally, after the children’s message during the 
10:30 AM service, children from 3 years old—6th grade are invited to participate in Sunday school in 
our classroom downstairs. They can choose to attend Sunday school or return to their seats to sit with 

their parents. Please see a member of the welcoming team for assistance!  
  

We pray God’s blessing upon you. For today’s service, we will be using the black hymnal. 
  

PRAISE TEAM OPENER 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 RELEASING THE ALLELUIAS! 
  
PRELUDE  Celebration           by Mansfield 
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CALL TO WORSHIP1 
 L: We thought you were dead. We thought the cross was the end. We thought that 

when the stone rolled over the tomb, that was it. But this is it: 
 P: the dead are living; the cross is empty; the stone is rolled, and one word 

describes it all: Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 L: We thought you had said your final word. We thought those with the power 

had won. We thought that when you cried out, that was it. But this is it: 
 P: the word breathes; the powers are defeated; the final cry was only the  
 beginning, and one word says it all: Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 L: We thought the story was finished. We thought the hope had ended. We 

thought that when the tomb was sealed, that was it. But this is it: 
 P: the story has just begun; the hope is newly born; the tomb is empty, and 

one word says it all: Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 L: This is the news: 

P: Jesus is risen! 
L: This is the moment 
P: Jesus is alive! 
L: This is the gospel 
P: Jesus is with us! Alleluia! 

  
*OPENING HYMN NO. 240 (black hymnal, see p. 7)  Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
  
*TIME OF CONFESSION 
 CALL TO CONFESSION 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
  ALL: Living Lord, when we stand before the empty tomb we don’t  

 always feel the joy of resurrection. We feel fear, doubt, and distrust. 
We feel empty. Forgive the fear that paralyzes us at the brink of new 
life. Forgive our doubt of your love. Forgive our distrust of your 
surprising, joyous plan. Fill our emptiness with your glorious light. 
Raise us to abundant new life for the glory of your name. 

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 ACT OF PRAISE NO. 310 (UM Hymnal hymnal, refrain, see p. 8)           He Lives 
  ALL SING: He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with 

 me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. He lives, he lives,  
  salvation to impart! You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within 

 my heart. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:30 AM) 
  

WORSHIP CHOIR ANTHEM   Glorious Morning                       by Barrett 
    
SCRIPTURE                                              Matthew 28:1-10 
EASTER MESSAGE 
  
HYMN NO. 322 (UM Hymnal, see p. 9)        Up From the Grave He Arose 
  

RESURRECTION PRAYERS 
  
WORSHIP CHOIR ANTHEM  The Lord is Risen This Morning        by Besig 
  

TIME OF GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP 
 CALL TO OFFERTORY 
 OFFERTORY   The Strife is O’er                                     by Pott 
 OFFERTORY RESPONSE NO. 245 (black hymnal, vs. 1 & 3, see p. 10)  
                                                                                                        The Day of Resurrection 

 ALL SING: The day of  resurrection! Earth tell it out abroad; the  
 Passover of  gladness, the Passover of  God. From death to life eternal, 
 from earth unto the sky, our Christ has brought us over with hymns of  
 victory. 
  

Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth its song begin, the whole 
world keep high triumph, and all that is therein. Let all things seen 
and unseen their notes of  gladness blend, for Christ again has risen, 
our joy that has no end. 

 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  
  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 INVITATION 
 COMMUNION PRAYER 

L: Let us pray: We give thanks to you, O God, because you are good and 
your  faithful love lasts forever...As inheritors of that salvation promise, we 
join together: 

  P: Hallelujah! Christ is Risen! 
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REMEMBERING THE STORY    
L: As we gather at this table we remember a story told mere days ago 

  P: and yet also so long ago. 
L: We remember that Jesus gathered with his closest friends in an upper 
room to share the feast of liberation. 

  P: And while sharing the ancient story of freedom, he called them to  
  remember the promised freedom of God's kingdom. 

L: We remember that at the table he took the bread, gave thanks for it, 
blessed it, broke it and passed it among them saying: 

  P: This is my body, broken by and for the world. Whenever you eat it  
  remember me. 
  L: Then later he took the cup of wine, blessed it and passed it among them  
  saying: 
  P: This is the cup of the new covenant, sealed in my blood. Whenever 
  you drink it remember me, and look toward the fulfillment of God's  
  kingdom. 

L: And so we break the bread and pour the cup and we remember with 
hope. 
P: On this Easter Day we share in the Banquet of Freedom to 
celebrate Life Victorious! 

 PRAYER OF CONSECRATION & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 THE BREAD OF LIFE AND THE CUP OF BLESSING 
 SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS (all cups contain grape juice) 
During the sharing of the elements, we will be singing various Easter hymns. Words for the songs will 
be listed on the screens. The hymnal numbers are also listed below if you’d prefer to use a hymnal. We 

will be singing the first verse of each hymn. 
  

I Come to the Garden Alone, #237 (black hymnal) 
Now the Green Blade Rises #238 (black hymnal) 

Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day #241 (black hymnal) 
Yours is the Glory, Resurrected One # 253 (black hymnal) 
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  PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING5 
  L: Would all for whom it is comfortable, please rise for the prayer of  
  thanksgiving. 

P: O Christ, we thank you for inviting us to your table. Grant that we 
who have gathered together on this Day of Resurrection, will move on 
as people of hope, people of life, people of the Kingdom. May the 
meal we have shared today revive us in body and soul and energize us 
as we go out to share the Good News! Christ is Risen! Death is 
Defeated! Alleluia and Amen! 

  
*CLOSING HYMN NO. 233 (black hymnal, see p. 11)      Christ the Lord is Risen Today 
*BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE    Fanfare and Statement on “Llanfair” by Broughton 
  

1The Call to Worship was written by Roddy Hamilton and posted on https://re-
worship.blogspot.com/2014/04/easter-call-to-worship-alleluia.html and accessed on April 3, 2023. 
www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3683/worship-connection-easter-sunday-2022, accessed on April 4, 2022.  

  
*Music reproduced and licensed under CCLI License # 3220582 and Once License #A-
725030. Streaming licensed under CCLI License #CSPL062300.  
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MT. ZION UCC WISHES TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND THANK….. 
 
Thank you to our Worship Choir & praise team for blessing us with their gifts today. 
 

Worship Choir 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Praise Team 
 

Hayden Dallam   Caitlin Damon   Denny Daugherty 
   Catie Kiefer    Travis Pinci 
  
  
8 AM Welcome Team and Communion Servers: Cindy & Rick Hogentogler, John & 
Connie Wolfe 
8 AM Sound Tech: Ron Miles 
8 AM Video Tech: Jack Herlocker 
10:30 AM Welcome Team and Communion Servers: Barb Stebbins, Jim Beyer, Robin 
Schriver, Brooke & Jackson Markel, Teal & Oliver Morcos 
10:30 AM Sound Tech: Ron Miles 
10:30 AM Video Tech: Jack Herlocker 
10:30 AM Camera Tech: Deb Herlocker 
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Soprano 
  

Deborah Butcher 
Lana Fritz 

Carol Hartman 
Norma Hull 
Barb Neff 

  

Alto 
  

Brenda Beyer 
Jen Miller 

Paula Strayer 

Tenor 
 

Dave Firestone 
Michael Maletz 

Bass 
  

Tom Bair 
Braden Bicher 
Charlie Hull 
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Up From the Grave He Arose 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-10- 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

-11- 



NOTES 
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